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TOPICS
• Select Illinois Facts & Figures;

• Recent Rule Changes;
&

• Regulatory Trends.



FACTS & FIGURES
• Over 97, 000 Illinois lawyers registered on 

the 2014 Master Roll;

• 69% reported a principal address in Illinois;

• 70% of lawyers are located in Cook County;

• 31% of lawyers are located outside Illinois.



MORE FACTS & FIGURES



Statistics-2014 
Grievances



2014 Formal 
Charges



2014 Types of Grievances



2014 Types of Misconduct-
Sanction

.



Recent
Rule

Changes 

.





Influences Impacting 
Rule Changes
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• Technology and Confidentiality

• Technology and Client Development

• Lawyer Mobility

• Outsourcing Legal Services

• Globalization

• Changing Culture
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Technology and Confidentiality
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• Update language of Rules to include
electronic information

• Safeguard client information in an
electronic age

Why?
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ILRPC 1.0 Terminology
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ILRPC 1.4, Comment [4]
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• Competence -ILRPC 1.1, Comment [8]

• Confidentiality -ILRPC 1.6, the black 
letter (e) and Comments [18]-[19] 

• Inadvertent Disclosure - ILRPC 4.4, the 
black letter (b) and Comments [2]-[3]
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ILRPC 1.1, Comment [8] 
Competence
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ILRPC 1.6(e) Confidentiality
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Comment [18] Acting Competently to 
Preserve Confidentiality

[18]…The unauthorized access to, or the 
inadvertent or unauthorized disclosure of, 
information relating to the representation of a 
client does not constitute a violation of paragraph 
(e) if the lawyer has made reasonable efforts to 
prevent the access or disclosure…
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“Reasonable efforts” include:
• How sensitive is the information;
• Likelihood of disclosure if no safeguards 

taken;
• Costs of employing additional safeguards;
• Client’s instructions; and/or
• State or federal law requirements.

Comment [18] Acting Competently 
to Preserve Confidentiality
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ILRPC 4.4(b) Inadvertent 
Disclosure
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Comment [2] 
What is “inadvertently sent”?

• “A document or electronically stored information 
is accidentally transmitted, such as when an email 
or letter is misaddressed or a document or 
electronically stored information is accidentally 
included with information that was intentionally 
transmitted… 

• Includes metadata.
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Technology and 
Client Development
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• Prospective Clients
ILRPC 1.18, the black letter (a) & (b) and 
Comments [2], [4]-[5]

• Advertising
ILRPC 7.2, the Comments [2]-[3], [5]-[7] 

• Solicitation
• ILRPC 7.3, the title, black letter (b) & (c), 

and Comments [1]-[9]
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ILRPC 1.18(a) & (b) -
Prospective Clients
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Comment [2]  - who is a “prospective” client 
and what constitutes a “consultation”.
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…a “communication . . . [that] endorses or 
vouches for a lawyer’s credentials, abilities, 
competence, character, or other professional 
qualities.” 
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What is a “recommendation”?
ILRPC 7.2, Comment [5] 



“Direct Contact with Prospective 
Clients”              “Solicitation of 

Clients”

ILRPC 7.3, title change 
Solicitation 
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ILRPC 7.3, Comment [1]
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Lawyer Mobility
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ILRPC 1.6(b)
Limited Disclosure of Confidential 
Information to Detect Conflicts

ILRPC 1.6(b).  A lawyer may reveal information relating to 
the representation of a client to the extent the lawyer 
reasonably believes necessary:

• Comments [13]-[14] 
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Outsourcing
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• Competence in Hiring Outside 
Counsel - ILRPC 1.1, the Comments [6]-[7]

• Supervision of Nonlawyers -
ILRPC 5.3, the title and Comments [1]-[4] 
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ILRPC 1.1, Comment [6] Hiring 
Outside Lawyers
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• Title change from “Nonlawyer 
Assistants” to “Nonlawyer Assistance”.

• Additional guidance on use of 
nonlawyers outside the firms.

ILRPC 5.3 Supervision of Nonlawyers
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ILRPC 5.3, Comment [1]
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• Comment [2] identifies the considerations 
that apply when the services are performed 
within the firm.

• Comment [3] identifies the considerations 
outside the firm.

ILRPC 5.3, 
Comments [2] & [3]
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Globalization
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Foreign-licensed lawyers permitted in Illinois to 
practice as in-house under limited license.

• SCR 716 Limited Admission of House Counsel

• ILRPC 5.5(d)

Foreign-Licensed 
In-House Counsel
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• Meet educational requirements of SCR 715.

• Pass ethics course approved by Com. on 
Professionalism.

• Be in good standing in home jurisdiction.

• No pro bono. 

Foreign-Licensed 
In-House Counsel – SCR 716
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Duties of Prosecutors
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ILRPC 3.8, adding (g), (h) and (i), and 
Comments [7]-[8]
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Illinois Cannabis Law 
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IRPC 1.2(d)

A lawyer shall not counsel a client 
to engage, 

or assist a client, 
in conduct that the lawyer knows is 

criminal or fraudulent…



Illinois Law vs. Federal Law
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The Fix – ILRPC 1.2(d)(3)
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Comment [10]

“Paragraph (d)(3) is not restricted in its 
application to the marijuana law conflict. A 
lawyer should be especially careful about 
counseling or assisting  a client in other 
contexts that may violate or conflict with 
federal, state, or local law.”

Beyond Pot….
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RULE 756
Beginning with 2016 Registration:
 Lawyers Must Register On-Line;
 Lawyers Must Report Changes Within 30 

Days;&
 Lawyers Required to Supply Detailed

Practice Information and Whether They
Have Written Succession Plan.



RULE 763
For Reciprocal Disciplinary Purposes,
expands Definition of ‘Another
Jurisdiction’ to Include: D.C., a
Country other than the U.S., as well
as a State, Province, Territory or
Commonwealth of the United
States.



IRPC 1.15
• Provides Guidance to Lawyers who have

Unidentified Funds Contained in any IOLTA
Trust Account;

• Unidentified Funds can be Remitted to LTF;
• Changes Concern Unidentified, not Unclaimed

Funds; &
• Unclaimed Funds Still Escheat via Illinois

Uniform Disposition of Unclaimed Property
Act



ARDC 
RULES

• Commission CPP Rules 501,
504. 505, 506, 507, 510,
and 512, Amended eff.
Feb.9, 2015;

• Maximum Payment to Any
One CPP Claimant Raised to
$100,000;

• CPP Aggregate Payments
Arising from Conduct of any
One Lawyer shall not Exceed
$1 000 000



RECENT CASES OF INTEREST



Fraud and Dishonesty
.



The Events
• Lawyer represents State employee in comp. claim;
• Lawyer gets Client lifetime award of $1,554.11 per

month;
• CMS sends monthly check to Client c/o Lawyer;
• Client dies unexpectedly. Benefits terminated;
• CMS does not timely learn of Client’s death and

keeps sending benefit checks to Lawyer;
• Checks for 6 months total $9,324.66;
• Lawyer forges signature of Client on each check;
• Uses proceeds for his own personal and business

purposes, without authority;.



More Events
• AG’s Office represents CMS in suit against Lawyer;
• Lawyer tells an AAG that Client’s Estate Rep authorized

him to negotiate checks and that he gave funds to Rep.
• Rep. had no knowledge of situation;
• Lawsuit dismissed on jurisdictional grounds-AG appeals;
• Before Appellate Court, Lawyer falsely tells Justices that

he notified AG’s Office of Client’s death, that Rep.
endorsed dead Client’s name to checks, that Rep. took
money;

• Case remanded. In answers to verified discovery, Lawyer
repeats lies;

• ARDC notified of scenario.



Unauthorized Practice of Law

In re Robert S. Sanderson 
M.R. 27108, 2014PR00040 (Jan. 16, 2015) 



.

IN RE JEANNETTE M. CONRAD
M.R. 27327, 2014PR00063 (Sept. 21, 2015)



.

In re 
Aleman 

& 
Macey 
M.R. 27212, 

2012PR00057
2012PR00058 
(May 14, 2015) 



Responding to Negative Publicity



.

“This is simply false. The person did not reveal all
the facts of his situation up front in our first and
second meeting…I feel badly for him but his own
actions in beating up a female coworker are what
caused the consequences he is now so upset about.”

In re 2013PR00095 
(ARDC Hg.Bd. Jan. 14, 2014)



Criminal Conduct
.



.

In re Gladders, M.R. 27194, 2014PR00131 (March 12, 

 



In re Peteet
M.R. 27242, 2013PR00086 (May 14, 2015)

.



Client Fund Issues & Conversion
.





$$$$$$$$Big 
Numbers$$$$$$$$



• $1,034,850 in settlement funds in ten separate matters. In
re Margolis, M.R. 27003, 2013PR00070 (Jan. 16, 2015);

• $900,000 in client funds. In re Evola, M.R. 26987,
2014PR00060 (Jan. 16, 2015);

• $900,000 in trust funds where he was lawyer for trust. In re
Lippner, M.R. 27534, 2015PR00063 (Sept. 21, 2015);

• $644,000 from two estates. In re Rehberg, M.R. 27025,
2013PR00113 (Jan. 16, 2015);

• $500,000 in client and third party funds. In re Flynn, M.R.
26961, 2012PR00077 (Jan. 16, 2015);

• $339,300 in his children’s trust funds, In re Stephenson,
M.R. 27384, 2014PR00073 (Sept. 21, 2015);



Resources

71



ARDC Ethics Inquiry Hotline
312-565-2600 (Chicago)

217-546-3523 (Springfield)

IL Rules of Professional Conduct & Disciplinary Law
ARDC website at: www.iardc.org

FREE online CLE seminars at ARDC web site
https://www.iardc.org/CLESeminars.html
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